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Synopsis 
 
Raymond Johnson, 63 and tired.     
 
Lina Overton, eight and troubled. 
 
One summer day in DC, their lives will become closer than they expected.   

 
 

 
 
Witnessing an adolescent upbringing by grandparent can be the most heartwarming dynamic to view.  
Subsequently, it often provides a heartbreaking backstory.  I gravitate towards bittersweet narratives, so when it 
came time to find the characters for my next film, this relationship took shape.  Namely, an aging male dealing 
with life renewal in the shadow of a city filled with strong females.    
 

-income families n 
New York City, South America, and Washington DC.  Setting the story in DC was a no-
hometown, its population provided the most oral histories, and I yearned to see this city represented realistically.    
 
As personal as this story is to my experiences and the families I have known, the themes speak to more than just 
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Screenings and Recognition 
 
Winner:  Jury Commendation, Best Short Live Action Short Film, Durango Independent Film Festival, 2012 
 
Slamdance Film Festival, Official Selection 2011 
Arizona International Film Festival, Official Selection 2011 
Maryland Film Festival, Official Selection 2011 
Durango Independent Film Festival, 2012 
Virginia Film Festival, Official Selection 2011 
JC Powerhouse Short Film Festival, Official Selection 2011 
Roxbury International Film Festival, Official Selection 2011 
Our City Film Festival, Official Selection 2011 
West Chester Film Festival, Official Selection 2011 
Soul 4 Reel Film Festival, Official Selection 2011 
Rosebud Film and Video Festival, Official Selection 2010 
"Our Films Ourselves" Exhibit, Prince George's African American Museum, 2010 

 
Production Notes 

 

film this beautiful city  in Super 16 film.  The majority of the film was shot in the communities of Anacostia, Shaw, 
and Trinidad.   
 
The cast was chosen from schools, community centers, and the participation of local families.  The majority of 
them are non-professional actors and this was their first time on screen.  As well, the majority were under the age 
of 15.   Performances and dialogue were workshopped in rehearsals around a shooting script which took place in 
two DC schools during July 2010.     
 
Finally, this film could not have been made without the passion and assistance of members of the community and 
families involved in the production.   
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Production Crew 

Jennifer E. Harris (Producer) 
 
An international film producer and manager, Jennifer has 
worked in production for over five years. Born and raised in 
Maryland, her interest in film started as early as high school 
where she wrote and directed various student films. Jennifer 
graduated from Temple University in Philadelphia, PA with a 
B.A. in Communications, her major there was Broadcasting, 
Telecommunications, and Mass Media.  
 
Throughout her career she has managed over twenty films and 
has worked internationally meeting with world leaders and film-
ing historic sites. She joined the Con Chocolate family in 2010 

 
 
Outside of her film career she enjoys traveling the world with 
her husband, documenting different cultures.  

Mark Pagán (Director/ Writer/ Producer) 
 
Mark Pagán has worked in film, television, and theater for 10 years, 
beginning as an assistant editor on Sesame Street.  Following his 
time with Children's Television Workshop, Mark worked as an 
editor, producer, and cameraman for various documentaries, fea-
ture films, and video news releases in New York.  
  
Mark changed vocations in 2004 to pursue social work and educa-
tional advocacy for underprivileged families.  Following work with 
at-risk youth in Chile, Perú, Bolivia, New York, and Montreal, 
Mark returned to his home in Washington DC to work as an edu-
cational director and advocate for homeless families.  
fourth film, "Raymond & Lina," marks the narrative concentration 
of his work within the last four years- bringing voice to underrep-
resented voices in film.   

 

Washington Improv Theater and running educational programming for DC youth.   

Nate Clapp (Director of Photography) 
 
Nate Clapp has been in freelance film and video production in the DC area for  20 
years.  He cut his teeth working as a camera assistant in 16mm documentaries in the 

-
  He now works as a Director of Photography via his production company, No-

mad Productions, which offers production services and rentals to the DC filmmaking 
community.   
 
Nate has an MA in Film and Video from American University.   
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Lead Talent 

Nyah Anthony (Lina Overton) 
 
Nyah lives in Waldorf, MD where she dreams about becoming an 

-screen appearance and 
she loved seeing herself on the big screen. Nyah recently graced the 
runway in the International Junior Pageant and rocked the stage. 
 
Nyah is currently a fourth grade student who enjoys reading.  In 
her free time Nyah enjoys playing on the computer and talking on 
the phone to friends. Nyah would like to thank her mom and dad 
for all of their support. 
  

Andy Evans (Raymond Johnson) 

fessional standup comedian and writer. He is a gifted uni-
versity lecturer with a comedic edge and a former college 
counselor who believes laughter to be the best medicine. 

Andy was a finalist in the 27th Annual Larry Neal Writ-

mentor of the year (June 2009).  

Andy is also a long time, community activist, organizing 
voter registration drives and counseling inner-city youth. 
As well, he was a writer and producer of the first all-

black, standup comedy showcase on cable.  Presently, completing his latest book, The Soul of Comedy, Washington, 
D.C.   

 
New Community for Children 

 
New Community for Children provides underserved children 
and families in Washington, DC with before school, after 
school, and summer programs that help them strengthen 
their academic skills as well as foster the self-confidence and 
creativity needed to realize their fullest potential.  The chil-
dren of NCFC come from various areas of DC and range in 
age from 4-18.   
For all the children, this was their first time in a film and they 
did wonderfully!  For more information regarding New Com-
munity for Children and its programs, take a look at their 
website www.ncfc-dc.org 
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Credits 
 Raymond & Lina 

US, 2011, 11 Minutes, English, Super 16mm, 16:9 
 

Crew: 
 
  Director/ Writer/ Editor      Mark Pagán 
  Producers       Jennifer Harris 
          Mark Pagán 
  Associate Producer      Lindsey Boyle 
  Director of Photography     Nate Clapp 
  Makeup/ Art Direction     Alana Speed Harris 
  Production Coordinator     Anna Fukuda 
  Assistant Director      Eniola Shitta 
  Location Sound Recordist     Adam Krell 
  Sound Mixer       Kenneth Gilbert 
  Gaffer        Chris Winter 
  Assistant Camera      Sarah Han 
  Grip        Liv Carlson 
  Titles and Graphics      Ruth Chan 

    
Cast (in order of appearance): 

 
 
  Andy Evans       Raymond 
  Alexis & Vicki Chittams     Bus Daughters 
  Patricia Chittams      Bus Mother 
  Nyah Anthony      Lina 
  Paris Anthony      Friend at Carnival 
  New Community  for Children Kids   Themselves 
  Leyia Jeffers       Friend with Bubbles 
  Nadia Duncan      Store Customer 
  Nicole McPayten      Store Mother 
  Tayia Jeffers       Store Daughter 
  Adrienne & Elisabeth Adams    Grocery Store Sisters 
  Jada Seegers       Ms. Melissa 
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Contacts & Web Information 
 
Official Websites:  www.raymondandlina.com 
    www.conchocolate.com 
Facebook:     Raymond & Lina 
Twitter:    conchocolate 
Blog:     conchocolate.wordpress.com 
 
 

 
 
Partners:    New Community for Children:  www.ncfc-dc.org 
     Lifting Voices:  www.liftingvoices.org 
 
For Press Inquiries:  Mark Pagán 
     202.262.1681 
     mark@conchocolate.com 
     markpagan@gmail.com 
      


